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Akira Yamaguchi  Born in Tokyo Prefecture in 1969, Yamaguchi grew up in Kiryu City, Gunma
Prefecture. He completed both his undergraduate and graduate studies in oil painting at the Tokyo
University of the Arts. Apart from paintings, where he creates bird’ s eye view illustrations and
depictions of battlefields, he employs a wide range of methods of expression including sculptures,
manga, and installations. His major solo exhibitions include: ‘TOKIORE(I) MIX’ (Ginza Maison
Herm e s 8F Le Forum, 2012), ‘Stepping Back to Seek the Underneath’ (Art Tower Mito
Contemporary Art Gallery, 2015), and more. He has contributed artwork to public spaces such as
Narita International Airport, and Nihombashi Station on the Tokyo Metro subway line, and has
created official poster art for the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics. He has also expanded his work across
a variety of creative fields, such as by creating book illustrations and cover art for serialised
newspaper stories and novels. His book, ‘Strange Japanese Art History’ (Shodensha Inc.), was
awarded the 12th Kobayashi Hideo Prize in 2013.




